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What is citizen science?
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Abstract

The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a vision for achieving a sustainable future.
Reliable, timely, comprehensive, and consistent data are critical for measuring progress
towards, and ultimately achieving, the SDGs. Data from citizen science represent one new
source of data that could be used for SDG reporting and monitoring. However, information is
still lacking regarding the current and potential contributions of citizen science to the SDG
indicator framework. Through a systematic review of the metadata and work plans of the 244
SDG indicators, as well as the identification of past and ongoing citizen science initiatives that
could directly or indirectly provide data for these indicators, this paper presents an overview
of where citizen science is already contributing and could contribute data to the SDG indicator
framework. The results demonstrate that citizen science is “already contributing” to the

monitoring of 5 SDG indicators, and that citizen science “could contribute” to 76 indicators,

which, together, equates to around 33%. Our analysis also shows that the greatest inputs from
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LITTER SURVEY #01 « 25October 2018 « Waikanae Beach, Gisborne, New Zealand www. inabl li org/litterproject

SDG Indicator 14.1.1b on marine litter
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The SDG indicators where citizen science projects are ‘already contributing’, ‘could contribute’ or
where there is ‘no alignment'

111 121 122 131 162 153 154 1a1 1a2 1a3 1b.1

2018 F2.128 82218 §22:2 251 #2528 2508 B2a2d FZbN | 2.c.1

311 312 | 321 322 331 | 332 333 334 335 341 B342% 35.1 F3.528 F36.4N 3.7.1 372 381 382 - 392 393 3al1 3bia 3b2 3b3 3c1 3di

411 421 422 431 441 451 4641 471 4a1  4b1 4cd

SHAN 521 1522 ES3N 5324 E540 551N 5524 | 56.1 562 522 | 5b1 | 5ci
6.11 621 I 6.3.1 || 6A3A2| 6.4.1 |6.4.2I 651N [£6.5:2 6a1 6b.1

721 BESHE NEaidl b

SECET WORK MO
ECORMIC CROWTH

/\/' 8.11 821 8.3.1 841 84.2 851 852 86.1 8.7.1 8.8.1 882 8.9.1 892 8101 8102 8a.1 8b.1
N1
' ! 9.12 921 922 9.3.1 932 941 951 952 9.a.1 9b.1 9.c.1
1.1 1021 1031 1041 1051 1061 1071 1072 10.a1 10b.1 10c1
241 F220 (1222 1231 24 | 1242 1251 F26 F2El 281 R2al M2bdl B2l
1312 [ Bit3 FB24) FBSdl MB32 Al Sl
¢ B - we w74 [wadl [wpa [wer

B |15.1.1|-|15.2.1” 16.3.1|-| 15.4.2I- 1%6.6.1 1571 1584 1691 15.a1 15b1 15.c1

z 1611 1612 1%.13 16.14 1621 1622 1623 1631 1632 1641 1642 1651 1652 1661 1662 1671 1672 1681 1691 16.101 16.102 16.a1 16.b.1

132 1141 151 1152 1161 172 Mat1 1bd 1b2 1lci

17 nemsen
R TH GOAS

A a2 720 P03 732 N4l R17.5: P76 1762 N7 P78 F17.9.1 HM10:: P71 M2 784 MW [7chi (764 Ml 12184 (171821 F7:838 71911 7192



e Mapping of priorities in Ghana and the results of the
systematic review

e Coordination around citizen science data

Citizen e Workshops by UNEP and the GSS

e Data validation by the line ministry in Ghana/EPA
Science for

the SDGs In A |
e Leveraging citizen science data that already exists
G ha na for e Embedding citizen science data into wider strategies and

. o olicies in Ghana
marine litter :

e  Lessons

e Utilizing existing tools, data and network

e Building trust, common goals and ownership through
partnerships
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