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FOREWORD 

The public provision of urban facilities and services often 
takes the form of a few central supply points serving a large 
number of spatially dispersed demand points: for example, 
hospitals, schools, libraries, and emergency services such as 
fire and police. A fundamental characteristic of such systems 
is the spatial separation between suppliers and consumers. No 
market signals exist to identify efficient and inefficient geo- 
graphical arrangements, thus the location problem is one that 
arises in both East and West, in planned and in market economies. 

This problem is being studied at IIASA by the Normative 
Location Modeling Task, which started in 1979. The expected 
results of this Task are comprehensive state-of-the-art survey 
on current theories and applications, an established network of 
international contacts among scholars and institutions in 
different countries, a framework for comparison, unification, and 
generalization of existing approaches, as well as the formulation 
of new problems and approaches in the field of optimal location. 

This paper reports on some of the first exploratory findings 
in the direction of a unified framework. It presents a way of 
generalizing both the usual allocation rules and objective func- 
tions in standard location models, and proposes a set of alterna- 
tive mathematical programming formulations. 
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