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Abstract
In the 21st century, a growing population will be exposed to various hazards caused by a warming
climate. Here we present a new database of 12 climate change indicators with a total of 42 variants
at different global warming levels (GWLs) (1.2 ◦C–3.5 ◦C), which is based on global climate and
hydrological model data from the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project round 6 and the
Inter-Sectoral Impact Model Intercomparison Project round 3b at 0.5◦ spatial resolution. It
comprises of indicators relating to temperature and precipitation extremes, heatwave events, and
hydrological variability. To facilitate the comparison of hazards from different indicators, including
for an audience without a scientific background, we have developed a bivariate hazard score which
is applied on the grid cell level and incorporates statistics on both the absolute hazard (e.g. low or
high precipitation) and the relative change under global warming compared to the reference period
(e.g. a large change from low to high precipitation). Additionally, we calculate exposed land area
and population through the 21st century for a large set of countries and regions by combining this
score with gridded projections of population from the Shared Socioeconomic Pathways (SSPs).
The datasets are intended for use by the wider research community and analysts seeking digestible
climate hazard and exposure data summarized by GWLs. To illustrate potential uses of the data, in
a preliminary analysis we find that even at 1.5 ◦C large parts of the land area and population face
substantial unavoidable risks frommultiple indicators, with 86% of the world’s population exposed
to at least three indicators with at least medium hazard using the population projections for SSP2
in the year 2050. This picture only worsens with increasing warming, as the land areas facing the
highest number of impacts coincide with some of the most densely populated parts of the world.

1. Introduction

Growing interest and concern about climate change and associated data products is driving increased
research and analysis on the topic; not just from climatologists, but also across many sectors of research,
business, and industry. The interest stems from the need to understand not just the biophysical changes as
reported by the field of climate and earth systems science, but ultimately the associated societal risks. To
conceptualize the climate risk, as it is defined in a Special Report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) (Field et al 2012), it is essential to understand the entire risk chain, i.e. how biophysical
changes become hazards, who and what is exposed to these hazards, and what is the vulnerability of those
exposed.

Despite advances in cloud computing and open datasets, working with global climate model (GCM) data
outputs remains by and large a niche activity, given the dataset sizes, programming skills, and computational
requirements to work with it, let alone the climate domain knowledge. To meet the growing interest,
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accelerate our understanding, and communicate the urgency of the climate crisis, an increasing number of
indicator datasets, composed of post-processed climate model output in more digestible sizes and variables,
are being produced and presented in online platforms (e.g. Global Hotspots Explorer (IIASA 2019); Climate
Change Knowledge Portal (World Bank 2021); Climate Impacts Explorer (Climate Analytics 2022);
European Climate Data Explorer (EEA 2022); IPCC AR6-WGI Atlas (IPCC 2022c); ISIpedia (ISIMIP 2022)).
The aim behind this work is to publicly provide more accessible climate data products, which have been
calculated consistently, for the use by other researchers, analysts, practitioners, and the general public.

A major contributor to the field has been the Inter-Sectoral Impact Model Intercomparison Project
(ISIMIP), which coordinates activities involving climate impact models, such as global hydrological, crop
growth, wildfire, fisheries, and energy sector models, amongst others, to enable model intercomparison and
elucidation of key impact uncertainties under different climatic and socioeconomic scenarios. To facilitate
this, the framework uses consistently bias-corrected and downscaled climate model forcing data (to 0.5◦ grid
resolution) from a 5-member ensemble that was chosen to cover the Coupled Model Intercomparison
Project round 6 (CMIP6) range of temperature and precipitation uncertainty (Frieler et al 2024a). The high
resolution, spatio-temporal consistency, and accessibility of the ISIMIP forcing data and subsequent impact
model projections has made it the most successful high-impact initiative in climate impacts research in the
past decade.

A large number of previous assessments have worked to evaluate a range of climate impacts using
similarly consistent approaches, with the aim of highlighting the multi-faceted challenges faced under a
warming climate. Of prominence, these studies using ISIMIP data have largely pioneered the assessment of
climate impacts at global warming levels (GWLs) (e.g.+1.5 ◦C, 2.0 ◦C, 3.0 ◦C above pre-industrial
temperatures), with not only direct relevance to policymakers but also increased accessibility of the findings
to the general public. For example, several multi-impact studies (Piontek et al 2014, Schleussner et al 2016,
Frieler et al 2017, Byers et al 2018) assessing the impacts between 1.5 ◦C and 2.0 ◦C, provided substantial
evidence to the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming at 1.5 ◦C, by including consistent indicators on a
combination of, for example, temperature and precipitation extremes, hydrology, crop yields, sea level rise,
coral reef impacts, energy demands, ecosystems, malaria, cyclones, floods, wildfire, drought, and variability
of river discharge. Such multi-impact assessments have added huge value to downstream users, although
comparability across indicators can be a challenge. More recent assessments have used more sophisticated
extreme event impact models (tropical cyclones, crop failure, wildfires, droughts, and heatwaves) (Lange et al
2020) and have subsequently evaluated the inter-generational inequities by calculating lifetime exposure
across age cohorts (Thiery et al 2021).

Prior work has translated changes in multiple hazards to comparable indices and metrics (Giorgi 2006,
Diffenbaugh et al 2007, Diffenbaugh and Giorgi 2012, Piontek et al 2014, Byers et al 2018, Sun et al 2019,
Rising et al 2022), with the aim of helping communicate the severity of changes of different climatic variables
and indicators. It can require the definition of subjectively informed (Giorgi 2006) or statistically derived
(Williams et al 2007) thresholds upon which to base scoring, but enables non-experts to make relative
comparisons both within and across indicators for given locations or warming levels. This is crucial as a
climate hazard’s impact can vary by its absolute or relative change, and often both. For instance, the
significance of tropical nights doubling annually differs greatly between areas with 60 versus five such nights.

Here we present a collection of consistent gridded datasets of climate hazard indicators by six
policy-relevant GWLs, provided in (i) absolute units, (ii) relative changes in percentages, and (iii) a
comparable hazard score that uses a bivariate approach to account for both relative changes and changes in
the absolute values. We test and demonstrate this across 12 indicators (with 42 variants), covering
precipitation, heat-related extremes, and hydrology, that are primarily derived from the latest round of the
ISIMIP project (3b). We subsequently use these indicators to calculate land and population-weighted
exposure using projections from the Shared Socioeconomic Pathways (SSPs) at national and regional scales
to demonstrate potential applications of the data for further climate impacts assessment. To communicate
these risks of climate change to a wider public, the resulting global maps at a high spatial resolution of
0.5◦ × 0.5◦ are hosted online (www.climate-solutions-explorer.eu) and presented alongside national
dashboards presenting information on avoided impacts by mitigating to 1.5 ◦C.

2. Methods

2.1. Overview
Using data from different GCMs forced by Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs), as well as data
from global hydrology models (GHMs), we calculate 12 hazard indicators (e.g. cooling degree days) with a
total of 42 variants (e.g. cooling degree days using different set-point temperatures) to investigate the change
of these indicators at different GWLs. Hazards are assessed at 1.2 ◦C, the approximate current level of global
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Figure 1. Overview of the entire workflow. The red column on the left shows the input data that were used during the calculation
of the indicators and output datasets. The different stages of the calculation are listed in blue in the middle column and the
generated output datasets are shown in green on the right.

mean temperature (GMT) change compared to a pre-industrial period average (Forster et al 2024), as well as
at 1.5 ◦C, 2.0 ◦C, 2.5 ◦C, 3.0 ◦C, and 3.5 ◦C, using multi-model ensemble statistics. To facilitate comparison
with recent conditions, we calculate the difference between the different levels of global warming and our
chosen reference period, which covers the years 1974–2004. We then map every indicator to a common
hazard score to help compare changes in the hazard of different indicators, advancing methods used in
previous work (Byers et al 2018) by simultaneously accounting for both the existing level of each hazard and
the additional change caused by global warming. Exposure to hazards above certain thresholds is also
calculated using land area maps and gridded population projections from the SSPs. A schematic overview of
the workflow is shown in figure 1.

2.2. Climate forcing and impact model data
Data from ISIMIP are used to calculate the indicators, primarily from the ISIMIP input forcing data and a
selection of GHMs. ISIMIP offers a framework for consistently modelling the cross-sectoral and cross-scale
impacts of climate change by providing a common modelling protocol and a common set of climate forcing
and other input datasets which are made available to the scientific community in a central archive (http://
data.isimip.org). Sectors included are, amongst others: water, agriculture, energy supply and demand, forests,
and coastal systems. ISIMIP also provides a multi-centennial pre-industrial reference simulation to isolate
historical warming effects from other drivers and identify the pure climate change signal (Frieler et al 2017,
2024a, 2024b).

Precipitation and temperature indicators are calculated using data from the latest ISIMIP simulation
round 3b, which is based on CMIP6 global climate and earth systems models (Lange and Büchner 2021). For
the hydrology indicators, which required data that were not yet available from simulation round 3b at the
time of calculation, data from simulation round 2b are used (Lange and Büchner 2017, Gosling et al 2023).
ISIMIP2b is based on CMIP5 and—although not from the latest CMIP round—is still the most recent
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Table 1. Overview of primary models and experiments available in ISIMIP simulation rounds 2b and 3b, as used in this study.

Simulation round Based on data from Global climate models Experiments

ISIMIP2b CMIP5 GFDL-ESM2M, HadGem2-ES,
IPSL-CM5A-LR, MIROC5

piControl, historical, future
(rcp26, rcp60)

ISIMIP3b CMIP6 GFDL-ESM4, IPSL-CM6A-LR,
MPI-ESM1-2-HR, MRI-ESM2-0,
UKESM1-0-LL

piControl, historical, future
(ssp126, ssp370, ssp585)

complete set of ISIMIP hydrology data available. Once ISIMIP have released data from more GHMs in
simulation round 3b, the hydrology indicators will be updated accordingly. In the meantime, care should be
taken when using the data for analysis based on a GWL of 3.5 ◦C as the hydrology indicators are not available
for this GWL due to the limited range of RCPs in ISIMIP2b (table 2, SI). The ISIMIP data are provided at
daily temporal and 0.5◦ spatial resolution and have been statistically downscaled and adjusted to correct
biases between the data simulated by the GCMs and an observation-based reference while still preserving
indicator trends (Frieler et al 2017, 2024b, Lange 2019, 2021). Primary climate forcing datasets in ISIMIP
were selected from the entire CMIP ensemble based on process representation, structural independence, and
climate sensitivity (amongst other factors) (Lange 2021), and are intended to largely cover the range of
uncertainty across temperature and precipitation (table 1).

2.3. GMT calculation
To assess the climate change hazard, we follow the established time-sampling approach (Piontek et al 2014,
Schleussner et al 2016, James et al 2017, Schurer et al 2017) of selecting a 31-year temperature time slice,
centred on the year at which each GCM/RCP combination passes six different levels of GMT change: 1.2 ◦C,
1.5 ◦C, 2.0 ◦C, 2.5 ◦C, 3.0 ◦C, and 3.5 ◦C (SI section 1).

In line with the ISIMIP temperature protocols (ISIMIP3b temperature thresholds and time slices, 2024),
the change in GMT is deduced using the entire time period covered by the pre-industrial control runs (i.e.
1601–2100 for ISIMIP3b data and 1661–2099 for ISIMIP2b data, respectively). We note that more recent
studies have used 1850–1900 to represent pre-industrial conditions in line with recent IPCC assessment
reports (Allen et al 2018), although this has caveats, too (James et al 2017, Schurer et al 2017).

2.4. Socioeconomic pathways
The climate change indicators are combined with spatial population projections from SSPs 1–5, based on
Jones and O’Neill (2016) and Kc and Lutz (2017), and scaled to match the latest available projections (KC
et al 2024) (SI section 3). The SSPs form a framework that the climate change research community has
co-developed and adopted to facilitate the integrated analysis of future climate hazards, vulnerabilities,
adaptation, and mitigation. The SSPs span five narrative storylines about socioeconomic development
(O’Neill et al 2017), and include quantitative driver projections of population, gross domestic product, and
urbanization amongst other indicators (Riahi et al 2017).

2.5. Indicator calculation
2.5.1. Overview of indicators
In total, a set of 12 indicators from three different categories are assessed (table 2). Indicators are calculated
for the six different GWLs and all combinations of available GCMs and RCPs (tables SI 1 and 2). For the
hydrology indicators, we use data from three of the available GHMs in ISIMIP2b (H08 (Hanasaki et al 2018),
LPJmL (von Bloh et al 2018), MATSIRO (Takata et al 2003)), which enlarges the set of available
combinations. Additionally, indicators are also calculated for our chosen reference period spanning the years
1974–2004, which is used as a baseline to evaluate the change in climate hazards for the different GWLs. If
the 31-year period for a GWL overlaps the start of the future projections (<2005 for ISIMIP2b and<2015
for ISIMIP3b), the historical ISIMIP datasets are used to fill the entire 31-year period.

Most of the precipitation and temperature indicators are based on definitions developed by the World
Climate Research Program Expert Team on Climate Change Detection and Indices (Klein Tank et al 2009) to
allow individuals, countries, and regions to calculate the change in frequency or severity of extreme climate
events in a consistent way.

2.5.2. Multi-model ensemble statistics
The calculation of each indicator provides us with a subset of data for each GWL, defined by the GCM, RCP,
and—in the case of the hydrology indicators—also the GHM. For all ensemble members in these subsets, the
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Table 2. Overview of climate hazard indicators. Number of variants refers to the sub-indicators that have been calculated, for example,
in heatwave events the combinations of different percentile thresholds and event durations. Additional indicator information is
provided in SI section 2 and table SI 3.

Indicator Variants Description and calculation Indicator units
Methodological
reference

Precipitation

(Very) Heavy
precipitation days

2 Annual number of days with⩾(20) 10 mm daily
precipitation

days yr−1 (Klein Tank et al
2009)

(Very) Wet days 2 Annual sum of the daily precipitation amount on
wet days (daily precipitation⩾1.0 mm) with a
precipitation amount larger than the (99th) 95th
percentile of precipitation on wet days in the
reference period

mm yr−1 (Klein Tank et al
2009)

Precipitation
intensity index

1 Annual total precipitation amount divided by the
annual number of wet days with a precipitation
amount⩾1 mm

— (Klein Tank et al
2009)

Consecutive dry days 1 Maximum number of consecutive dry days for
days with a daily precipitation amount<1 mm

days yr−1 (Klein Tank et al
2009)

Hydrology and water resources

Drought intensity 2 The proportion between daily volume deficit of
runoff (qtot) or discharge (dis) (m3 s−1) below
the 10th percentile daily discharge (Q90) and
drought event duration (days)

— (Wanders and
Wada 2015)

Seasonality 2 The coefficient of variation (standard deviation
divided by the mean) of mean monthly discharge
(dis) or runoff (qtot). Lower values (<1)
represent low seasonality (i.e. flows do not vary
much through the year). Higher values indicate
that the seasonal water availability is becoming
more unpredictable.

— (Byers et al 2018)

Inter-annual
variability

2 The coefficient of variation (standard deviation
divided by the mean) of mean annual discharge
(dis) or runoff (qtot). Lower values (<0.5)
represent low inter-annual variability (i.e. annual
flows do not vary much between years). Higher
values indicate that the annual water availability
is becoming more unpredictable.

— (Byers et al 2018)

Water stress index 1 Fraction of net human demands (domestic,
industrial, irrigation) divided by renewable
surface water availability, also known as the
withdrawal to availability ratio. High water stress
means that a high proportion of the available
water is being used.

— (Raskin 1997,
Burek et al, 2016,
Satoh et al
2017)

Temperature

Heatwave events 12 The annual number of heatwave events lasting
3/5/7/10 or more consecutive days above the
historical 95/97/99th percentile daily mean wet
bulb air temperature

events yr−1 (Byers et al 2018)

Heatwave days 12 The annual sum of days from heat stress events
lasting 3/5/7/10 or more consecutive days above
the historical 95/97/99th percentile daily mean
wet bulb air temperature

days yr−1 (Byers et al 2018)

Consecutive tropical
nights

1 The maximum number of consecutive days
where the daily minimum air temperature does
not fall below 20 ◦C

days yr−1 Based on (Klein
Tank et al 2009)

Cooling degree days 4 The absolute number of cooling degree days
above a 26 ◦C/24 ◦C/20 ◦C/18.3 ◦C set-point
temperature for the daily mean air temperature

degree days yr−1 (Byers et al 2018)
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relative difference to the reference period and the hazard score are calculated. In the next step, multi-model
ensemble statistics are generated at the grid cell level for each subset and each indicator at the six GWLs.
Since not all GCM/RCP/(GHM) combinations reach all GWLs due to the differing climate sensitivity of the
GCMs, the number of combinations making up the subsets and therefore contributing to the ensemble
statistics differs for each GWL (tables SI 1 and 2), i.e. the number of combinations contributing at 3.0 ◦C is
smaller than at 1.5 ◦C.

2.5.3. Score conversion
To facilitate the comparison of different indicators, we have developed a bivariate hazard score. This
continuous bivariate hazard score ranges from no hazard (with a score of 0) to a very high hazard (with a
score of 6) and is applied to every grid cell. The motivation for this new bivariate approach is to include both
the change in the absolute value of the indicator as well as the relative change in distribution compared to the
reference period. For example, locations that already have a high value for an indicator (e.g. water stress or
heatwave events), may only experience small relative changes because the situation is already severe.
Conversely, locations with comparatively benign conditions may experience relatively high changes. Our
bivariate approach consists of two steps.

In the first step, the absolute change in the indicator value is assessed and given a continuous score
between 0 (no hazard) and 3 (very high hazard). The basis for this assessment is the reference period, as we
consider this to be a representation of conditions without considerable influence of climate change. To map
the value in every grid cell to a score between 0 and 3, the 50th, 75th, and 95th percentile of the data in the
reference period are used, with the 50th, 75th, and 95th percentile being the thresholds for a score of 1, 2, and
3, respectively. This puts the conditions in every grid cell in relation to the overall global distribution of
values for the reference period. A grid cell at 2 ◦C of GMT change with an indicator value that is larger than
the 95th percentile of the data for the reference period is assigned a score of 3, for example (first row in
figure 2). This component therefore captures the absolute value of the indicator.

In the second step, the change in the indicator value on a local level is captured. For this, we assess the
change of indicator value in every grid cell and relate it to the initial distribution of values for that grid cell in
the reference period. The starting point for this assessment is the distribution of the 31 annual values
spanning the reference period, for which the standard deviation is calculated. To assign a score to every grid
cell, the value for the reference period is subtracted from the value at each GWL and then divided by the
standard deviation for every grid cell. The resulting values are then mapped to a continuous score between 0
and 3, with 1, 2, and 3 as the threshold for a score of 1, 2, and 3, respectively, thereby indicating how much
the value has shifted in terms of the standard deviation of the original distribution in the reference period. A
grid cell at 2.0 ◦C of GMT which shows a difference to the reference period that is larger than two standard
deviations is therefore assigned a score larger than 2, which amounts to at least medium hazard (second row
in figure 2).

Finally, the scores from step one and two are summed to create the final impact score ranging from 0 to 6
(last row in figure 2). The score conversion methodology described above is applicable to all indicators,
although the following refinements were made for setting the absolute thresholds for the heatwave and
hydrology indicators:

• Heatwaves: Wet bulb temperatures of 18 ◦C, 25 ◦C, and 30 ◦C are used as the thresholds for a score of 1, 2,
and 3, respectively, instead of the 50th, 75th and 95th percentiles of the reference period, as the combined
measurement of heat and humidity is a good indication of the risk posed to humans.

• Water stress index: Absolute values of water stress independent of the data are used as thresholds in the score
conversion, with 0.1, 0.2, 0.3, and 0.4mapping to a score of 0, 1, 2, and 3 respectively as it is commonly agreed
that an index of 0.2–0.4 represents water stress (Raskin 1997).

• Seasonality and inter-annual variability: The percentiles used to map the absolute values at the GWLs are
calculated for each Köppen–Geiger climate zone (Beck et al 2018) separately to take into account different
land, climate, and water-cycle characteristics.

Another challenge when designing a hazard score is how to assess the hazard for locations that change from
not being exposed to any hazard at all in the reference period to being exposed to some hazard (small or
large) in the future. As the standard deviation for the reference period is zero in this case, the second
component of the score cannot be calculated. To assign a score to grid cells which show this behaviour, the
data are assigned a score solely based on the first step as described above, which allows to at least capture part
of the change. For the majority of indicators, this occurs in<3% of grid cells, whilst for ‘Tropical nights’ it
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Figure 2. Score methodology process illustrated for one ensemble member (MPI-ESM1-2-HR, SSP370) of the indicator ‘Very
heavy precipitation days’. The first row shows the indicator values for the reference period (1974–2004) on the left, the indicator
values for a global warming level of 2.0 ◦C in the middle, and the conversion of the absolute score component on the right, which
shows high score values in places that coincide with high absolute indicator values. The absolute difference between the reference
period and 2.0 ◦C, as well as the standard deviation of the reference period, and the resulting relative score component are shown
in the second row (from left to right). The bottom row shows the combination of the absolute and relative score component, both
as the resulting score on the left and in a bivariate plot on the right to highlight the contributions of the two components to the
final score. The highest scores can be found in places that already start with a high number of very heavy precipitation days and
additionally experience a large change between the reference period and the future global warming level. Areas with a strong
relative change but an overall small number of very heavy precipitation days per year, on the other hand, result in a low to
medium score value.

was 12% at 2.0 ◦C, as a number of mid-latitude locations start having tropical nights when they previously
had none.

Results for the indicator ‘Very heavy precipitation days’ are shown in figure 3 with the scores for all GWLs
on the right, together with the indicator value and the relative change to the reference period in the left and
middle column, respectively. As expected, the relative difference between the reference period and the GWLs
increases with increasing GMT, as do the hazard scores. Especially the northern latitudes, Greenland and the
deserts show a change of more than 100% compared to the reference period for the higher GWLs. Even
though the percentage-wise change is large, the actual number of very heavy precipitation days in these areas
is still very low, which is captured by the score value, resulting in a low to medium hazard score in these
regions. When looking at northern Africa, areas with missing values in the difference plots can be noted. This
is due to the precipitation amount in those grid cells changing from zero in the reference period to non-zero
for the GWLs, hence a difference in percentages cannot be calculated. Therefore, only the absolute
component is scored which results in no hazard for these regions, as the indicator values are still very small
compared to the rest of the world.

Temperature based indicators, such as ‘Heatwave events’ or ‘Tropical nights’, show comparatively higher
scores than the precipitation- or hydrology- based ones (figure 4). This observation is consistent across all
GWLs (figures SI 1–3) and can be attributed to the bigger change in air temperature with increasing GMT
compared to the reference period and compared to other climatic input variables.
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Figure 3. Absolute values, relative differences, and scores for all global warming levels and the indicator ‘Very heavy precipitation
days’. Shown in the left column is the multi-model median for each global warming level. The middle column shows the
multi-model median of the relative difference between the global warming level and the reference period (1974–2004). The
hazard score (multi-model median) for each global warming level is shown on the right.

2.6. Exposure calculation
After the conversion to hazard scores, the indicator hazard data can be combined with other spatial datasets
to assess exposure. Here this is done for land area, which is static through time, and also gridded population
projections for SSPs 1–5 through to the end of the century. This allows the calculation of a wide range of
climate exposure statistics aggregated by country or region, including hazard and difference values for a
country/region weighted by either population or land area, as well as the exposed land area and population
(either as a total or a percentage), and the comparison of these statistics for different SSPs. Exposure statistics
are calculated for all ensemble members individually. Additionally, the mean as well as the 5th, 25th, 50th,
75th, and 95th percentile are assessed based on all ensemble members contributing to each GWL.

The ISIMIP fractional country mask at 0.5◦ spatial resolution (Perrette 2023) is used for calculating the
statistics on a country-level basis. Additionally, the statistics are also assessed for the R10 regions (IPCC
2022a), the IPCC AR6-WGI reference regions (Iturbide et al 2020), the UN R5 regions (www.un.org/dgacm/
en/content/regional-groups), and the EU27.

8

https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups
https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups


Environ. Res.: Climate 3 (2024) 045015 MWerning et al

Figure 4. Hazard score at 2.0 ◦C for a selection of indicators. Desert areas and the Greenland ice sheet have been masked out for
the hydrology indicators due to lack of confidence in the modelling results for these regions. Temperature-based indicators, such
as ‘Heatwave events’ or ‘Tropical nights’ show comparatively higher scores than the precipitation or hydrology-based ones for all
global warming levels due to the larger changes in air temperatures with increasing global mean temperature compared to other
climatic input variables.

The exposure to climate hazards can be assessed at any hazard score level. For the table output published
with our data, we included three different levels: land area and population exposed to at least low hazard
(hazard score⩾ 1), to at least medium hazard (hazard score⩾ 3), and to high or very high hazard (hazard
score⩾ 5). The population or land area for grid cells that meet these criteria are summed for every
country/region and divided by the entire land area or population per country/region.

3. Results and analysis

The climate change indicator dataset lends itself to a wide range of possible analyses. Focusing mainly on the
data description in this paper, here we give an overview of the possibilities for data use. More in-depth
analyses on certain themes is for further research, whilst the indicator maps together with national
dashboards showing exposed populations can be explored in more detail on www.climate-solutions-
explorer.eu.

3.1. Multi-hazard exposure
When assessing to how many indicators with at least medium hazard every grid cell is exposed to, this dataset
shows that impacts manifest substantially even in the near term at lower GWLs (figure 5). For this analysis, a
subset of 11 variants, considered to be a good representation of the indicator set, is selected. These variants
are ‘Consecutive dry days’, ‘Drought intensity (Runoff)’, ‘Heatwave events’ (95th percentile/7 days
representing less extreme, but longer events, and 99th percentile/3 days representing more extreme, but
shorter events), ‘Inter-annual variability (Runoff)’, ‘Very heavy precipitation days’, ‘Very wet days’, ‘Cooling
degree days’, ‘Seasonality (Runoff)’, ‘Tropical nights’, and ‘Water stress index’.
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Figure 5. Number of indicators with at least medium hazard (hazard score⩾ 3) for the global warming levels 1.2, 1.5, 2.0, and
3.0 ◦C. Even at 1.2 ◦C, large parts of the land area are already facing hazards from four or more indicators. With increasing global
warming, the number of indicators increases, as well as the extent of the areas exposed to four or more indicators. At 3.0 ◦C, there
are hardly any parts of the world that are not exposed to any hazards anymore. Note that due to the masking out of desert areas
and the Greenland ice sheet for the hydrology indicators, the maximum number of indicators in these areas is lower.

At 1.5 ◦C, almost half of the global land area (46% using the multi-model median, with a range of
18%–65% for the 5th and 95th percentile across the multi-model range (figures SI 4–7)) is exposed to four or
more indicators with at least medium hazard (figure 6). When considering the global population, about
three-quarters (29%–91%) of the world’s population are exposed to at least four indicators with at least
medium hazard (using the population projections for SSP2 in the year 2050).

At high levels of global warming, exposure to higher numbers of indicators is expected. At a warming of
3.0 ◦C, there are very few areas which do not show a clear change in signal for any of the hazards, whereas
most parts of the world would be exposed to at least medium hazard from four or more indicators (figure 5).
Overall, areas in the low latitudes and the global south are more severely affected by multiple indicators, but
even most of Europe, which is still relatively unaffected by medium or higher hazard scores below 2.0 ◦C
compared to other parts of the world, faces at least medium hazard from three or more indicators at a
warming of 3.0 ◦C. At this GWL, 1.3% (9%–0.05%) of the land area is exposed to zero additional hazards
while almost 70% of the world (55%–85%) are impacted by four or more indicators; with 45% (23%–70%)
exposed to at least five indicators (up from 26% (5%–52%) at 1.5 ◦C) and 5% (1%–21%) exposed to seven
indicators. This amounts to 91% (78%–98%) of the world’s population for at least four indicators (and 74%
(40%–93%) and 14% (2%–52%) for at least five and seven indicators, respectively).

The high proportion of exposed population is more evident when including population density into the
analysis (figure 7), as the land areas facing hazards from the highest number of indicators coincide with some
of the most densely populated parts of the world. Low latitude and highly populated areas such as south Asia
and central Africa are already highly exposed at 1.5 ◦C, whilst the number of indicators affecting populated
areas in Europe, China, central Asia, and North America significantly increases the number of people
exposed globally at subsequently higher GWLs.

Considering high hazards (figures SI 8 and 9), 65% (93%–49%) of the world’s land area is not exposed to
any indicators with high or very high hazards at 1.5 ◦C. A very similar picture presents itself for the world’s
population, with 61% (96%–29%) not affected. At 3.0 ◦C, this percentage reduces by one-third for the land
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Figure 6. Exposure to indicators with at least medium hazard (hazard score⩾ 3), for both land area (on the left) and population
(on the right) using population projections for 2050 (SSP2). At a global warming level of 1.5 ◦C, just over half (56%) of the land
area would be affected by three or more indicators with at least medium hazard, while only 16% of the land area are not exposed
to any hazards. At 3.0 ◦C, almost half of the world’s land surface (45%) is exposed to at least medium hazard from five or more
indicators. At 1.5 ◦C, 86% of the world’s population are exposed to at least three indicators with at least medium hazard. Higher
global warming levels also increase the number of hazards that people are exposed to, and at 3.0 ◦C a similar amount of people
(74% of the global population) are exposed to hazards from at least five indicators.

Figure 7.Map of densely populated areas (population density⩾ 10 people km−2, population projection from SSP2 in year 2050)
overlain with the number of indicators (⩾4 indicators) with at least medium hazard (hazard score⩾ 3). Areas with a high
population density coincide with areas that are exposed to a high number of indicators, explaining why a higher percentage of
population is affected compared to land area for all global warming levels.
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Figure 8. Exposed population to at least four indicators with at least medium hazard, shown for the global warming levels of
1.2 ◦C, 1.5 ◦C, 2.0 ◦C, and 3.0 ◦C, comparing the populations projected at different points in time, shown in this case for the
middle of the road SSP2 projections. The black bars show the possible range in exposed population across the other available
population projections (SSP1, SSP3, SSP4, and SSP5). Whilst 3.0 ◦C warming in 2030 is considered to be a highly unlikely
outcome, it is necessarily shown here to illustrate the incremental exposure at later time slices.

surface area to 44% (49%–37%) and by 2/3 to 23% (33%–15%) for the population. Inversely, the land area
exposed to at least two indicators with at least high hazard rises from ca. 9% (1%–24%) at 1.5 ◦C to 43%
(26%–50%) at 3.0 ◦C and from 10% (0.3%–32%) to 60% (30%–75%) for the exposed population. While the
hazards are again predominantly limited to Sub-Saharan Africa, the tropics, and South–East Asia, parts of
North America and Europe are also facing exposure to severe hazards at a warming of 2.0 ◦C and above.

At the lower end of the hazard score range, large parts of the world’s land surface and population will be
affected by hazards from multiple indicators with at least low impact (figures SI 10 and 11). While the impact
of each indicator on its own might not be very severe, the compounding effects could put a high strain on
societies and ecosystems.

3.2. Effect of population onmulti-hazard exposure
The total exposed population does not only depend on the GWL, but also on the year at which that GWL is
reached and the population expected at the time. As the population projections for all five SSPs considered
here project rising populations until at least the middle of the century, the potential population exposure to
climate impacts thus increases not only with higher GWL, but also with time, depending on the SSP.
Additionally, the number of people exposed is considerably smaller for SSP1 and SSP5 (lower end of the
black bar), in which increased investments in education and health lead to relatively lower population
projections, whereas significantly more people are exposed for SSP3 due a high population growth in
developing countries (figure 8).

3.3. Regional population exposure to key hazards
The provided table output data also facilitate the analysis of different indicators by country or region
(figure 9). In line with earlier observations on the higher hazard scores for temperature-based indicators,
‘Heatwave events’ shows some of the highest percentages of exposed population to at least medium hazard.
For regions where a high percentage of population is already exposed at a lower GWL of 1.5 ◦C, the number
of exposed people does not change much with increasing warming. However, a significant increase in
exposed population between 1.5 ◦C and 3.0 ◦C can be observed for the EU and North America, where the
total population that is exposed rises from 12% (0.4%–27%) to 81% (48%–96%), and from 42% (3%–64%)
to 94% (89%–97%), respectively. For ‘Water stress index’, the number of exposed people stays relatively
constant between 1.5 ◦C and 3.0 ◦C in all regions, with the levels in exposure only rising by a few percent
between each GWL as socioeconomic demands for water are the dominant driver for this indicator When it
comes to the precipitation-based indicator ‘Very wet days’, the picture looks more mixed. While some areas
that are already facing high amounts of precipitation today, such as Southern Asia, are not facing a big
change with increasing warming, the exposed population in other areas, such as North America, almost
doubles between 1.5 ◦C and 3.0 ◦C.
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Figure 9. Exposed population to at least medium hazard for the indicators ‘Very wet days’, ‘Water stress index’, and ‘Heatwave
events—95th percentile—7 days’, shown for three global warming levels and the R10 regions as well as the EU using the
population projection from SSP2 in year 2050. The error bars show the uncertainty range spanned by all available ensemble
members.

4. Discussion

Arriving at the datasets presented is the result of various iterations in methods, assumptions, and exploration
of uncertainties. A primary methodological concern was to develop a hazard score which appropriately
considers both the absolute values and the relative changes experienced at different GWLs, thereby advancing
the method used by Byers et al (2018), who transformed indicators onto a common risk scale by applying
score ranges, which were defined by the interrogation of the original data, expert judgement and sensitivity
analysis, but only considered either the change in value or the absolute value. Our method for the score
conversion presented here still has the possibility to easily include expert judgement in the process (as done
for the water stress indicator for example), but the approach can also be applied to a broad range of
indicators for which agreement on what constitutes a hazard is lacking or depends on the region of interest.

One important consideration for this type of analysis is the impact of uncertainty on the results. The
climate model uncertainty explored through the five GCMs indicates that there could be significant
differences in exposure for most regions, depending on the indicator (figure 9). Whilst the five GCMs used in
ISIMIP are selected to largely cover the ranges in the CMIP6 ensemble, it is nonetheless possible that impacts
are experienced outside of these ranges. As the intended target group for this dataset also includes audiences
with a less scientific background, the choice was made to use the multi-model median for the main outputs
for ease of use. We do, however, also provide the results for all available ensemble member, allowing a more
knowledgeable audience to explore the uncertainty space spanned by the five GCMs in more detail. Whilst it
must be acknowledged that there is a certain cascading of uncertainty along the assessment chain (Wilby and
Dessai 2010), the previous assessment (Byers et al 2018) also showed that the main driver of uncertainty in
terms of exposure and vulnerability is driven by socioeconomic uncertainties in population numbers and
distribution, as well as their relative vulnerability levels, which in coming decades could be an order of
magnitude different depending on changes in income and inequality.

Another key factor not incorporated due to the GWL approach is the speed of change, which, for
ecosystems and for societal response alike, affects the impact experienced if there is less time for adaptation
and building resilience (Schleussner et al 2021). While slower warming gives more time to adapt and the
population on average might therefore be less vulnerable (e.g. due to an increase in wealth or adaptive
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capacity), this effect could be outweighed by the overall increase in population, which is most likely to occur
in places where vulnerability is already at its highest. Warming will continue at least until carbon dioxide
emissions are net zero; expected in the 2050s in the best case scenario (Riahi et al 2022, IPCC 2022b), with
>30% chance that localized warming and extremes are still experienced in the decade post net-zero
(Diffenbaugh et al 2023). With higher populations of SSP2, SSP3, and SSP4, the differences in exposure due
to population growth grow later in the century and are as large as the differences in GWLs (figure 8). An
important caveat of these exposure estimates is the absence of adaptation (Andrijevic et al 2023), therefore
these figures should be considered upper bounds on exposure for each SSP.

Finding a conversion to a hazard score that yields good results for different types of indicators depends
on several factors, in particular the choice of reference period, and subsequently the change that occurs
between the reference period and the assessed GWLs. Whilst not assessed here, different reference periods to
the one used (1974–2004) would yield different results, but crucially depend on consistent data availability
across the ensemble of model runs. The hazard posed by an indicator is also influenced by the baseline
condition of the reference period. Places with already extreme conditions generally experience relatively
small changes, whilst places with more moderate conditions can be expected to experience larger changes.
This bivariate approach is designed to capture these nuances by attributing scores based on the relative
change but modulated by the absolute conditions. A significant increase in hazard in a place that hasn’t faced
any hazard before might have severe consequences due to a lack of preparation for, or familiarity with, these
kinds of hazards and extremes. While it is difficult to exactly attribute an accurate hazard score to these
situations, the absolute component of our bivariate score can at least partly capture the risk.

A final caveat for developing a hazard score is the fact that some indicators are more context specific to
the land climate dynamics, such as hydrology. To reflect these differences, the Köppen–Geiger climate zones
were used to group the absolute values of the reference period before calculating the percentiles for certain
hydrology indicators. The hard boundaries between zones in the dataset, which do not necessarily occur in
reality, introduce some slightly abrupt changes in score values on the maps, but overall much improve the
distribution of scores. Future work could investigate potentially smoothing these hard edges between climate
zones.

In terms of the interpretation of the dataset, certain types of analyses demand nuanced considerations
from the user. For analysing multi-hazard exposure from a selection of indicators, caution needs to be
exercised to avoid double-counting of indicators that are closely related and thus likely highly correlated
(figure SI 12), such as ‘Wet days’ and ‘Very wet days’, or the different variants of ‘Heatwave events’.
Additionally, the smaller range of available GWLs for the hydrology indicators and the fact that the
Greenland ice sheet and the desert areas have been masked out should be taken into consideration for these
types of analyses. It should also be noted that whilst this dataset offers the option to explore spatially
compounding hazards, temporally compounding hazards cannot be captured due to our chosen methods,
and this dataset, therefore, cannot serve the needs of analyses requiring this type of information.

Furthermore, using this database for detailed analysis at the grid cell level and for the analysis of very
small countries should be done with caution due to the limitations of the GCMs in modelling smaller-scale
processes. Analyses at the global and regional scale as well as comparative analyses between GWLs and SSPs
can, however, provide valuable insights. It should still be noted that the aggregation of the data to the
national or regional level smooths out existing heterogeneities within countries or regions.

Overall, the bivariate approach developed and applied to this indicator set provides an improved
approximation over previous similar assessments, and sets a foundation for more comprehensive, globally
consistent climate risk assessment, when combined with exposure and vulnerability datasets. This could
include, for example, incorporating demographic and socioeconomic data such as age cohorts (Thiery et al
2021) or income levels (Byers et al 2018, Doan et al 2023), and access to technological adaptation such as
access to cooling to alleviate heat stress (Andrijevic et al 2021, Mastrucci et al 2021). Combining the dataset
with data on the limits to water- (Lissner et al 2024) and irrigation-related adaptation (Maanen et al 2022),
as well as with data on the respective institutional, sectoral, and individual capacities to adapt (Andrijevic
et al 2023) could not only add another dimension to the data anlysis, but could also strengthen its
applicability for adaption-planning purposes.

5. Conclusions

As the number of climate change impacts steadily grows around the globe due to a rise in GMT, there is
urgent need to assess where people will be affected most by multiple risks. Comparing the risks posed by
different hazards is challenging, especially for non-experts who are lacking the ability to make the necessary
judgements. This new, publicly available database contains insights on climate hazards from CMIP global
climate models, removing computational constraints and making this type of data more accessible to
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non-experts due to its compact size and provided visualisations (www.climate-solutions-explorer.eu).
Furthermore, the score metric simplifies the process of comparing the risks posed by different indicators to
each other.

The database can be used for a variety of analyses. For example, indicators can be examined individually
at the regional or national level, which shows that the population exposed to at least medium hazard from
the indicator ‘Heatwave events’ in the EU increases from 12% to 80% between 1.5 ◦C and 3.0 ◦C (figure 9).
Furthermore, a multi-hazard analysis using 11 different indicators reveals that mitigating to 1.5 ◦C could
avoid a doubling in the number of people exposed to a high or very high hazard from any of these indicators
(figure SI 9). The database can also serve as the starting point for further research, such as emulating climate
impacts from IAM scenarios (Byers et al 2024) or identifying climate impact vulnerability hotspots (Werning
and Byers et al 2024).

With the development of further ISIMIP datasets, additional indicators could easily be added in the
future, making this database even more versatile. At a point in time when the window for reducing the risk
burden is rapidly closing, it is crucial to understand how global climate impacts are changing to inform
adaptation action. The easily accessible and digestible database can disseminate the required knowledge that
stakeholders, practitioners, and the general public need for this.

Data availability statement

The data that support the findings of this study are openly available at the following URL/DOI: https://
zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.13753537 (v1.0) (Werning and Frank et al 2024). The dataset includes:

• Global gridded projections of the multi-model median in netCDF format of all climate change indicators at
0.5◦ spatial resolution and for the global warming levels of 1.2 ◦C, 1.5 ◦C, 2.0 ◦C, 2.5 ◦C, 3.0 ◦C, and 3.5 ◦C

Indicators are grouped by category and provided as .zip files. The indicator ‘Cooling degree days’
is included in energy.zip as the grouping of the indicators for the .zip files was done in line with
the indicator categories used for the Climate Solutions Explorer website. For each GWL, maps for the
absolute indicator values, the relative difference, and the scores are provided. The naming format is:
cse_[short_indicator_name]_[ssp]_[gwl]_[metric].nc4. Please note that the Greenland ice sheet and the
desert areas have been masked out for the hydrology indicators for these datasets.

• Intermediate output data, including gridded maps of absolute values, relative differences, and scores for all
ensemble members, as well as gridded maps of the multi-model ensemble statistics for the GWLs and the
reference period

For the ensemble member data, the naming format is [gcm]_[ssp/rcp]_[gwl]_[short_indicator_name]_
global_[start_year]_[end_year].nc4 or [ghm]_[gcm]_[ssp/rcp]_[gwl]_[soc]_[short_indicator_name]_
global_[start_year]_[end_year]_[metric].nc4 for the hydrology indicators.

• Tabular data (.csv) aggregating the indicators to country or region level, for both hazards and exposure,
population and land-area weighted

The .zip archives ‘table_output_climate_exposure_{aggregation_level}.zip’ contain the tabular data for
all indicators. Four different aggregation levels are provided: country level, R10 regions and the EU, IPCC
AR6-WGI reference regions, and UN R5 regions.

The dataset also includes additional indicators (e.g. air pollution) that were created for the Climate Solutions
Explorer website, but are not part of the indicator selection presented here.

The spatial maps of the indicators can be explored in more detail on www.climate-solutions-explorer.eu
in the ‘Impacts Explorer’. The ‘Impacts’ page under ‘National Dashboards’ shows the exposure data and
avoided impacts for key risks for different countries and regions.

The population data used for the exposure calculations is publicly available and can be downloaded from
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.13745063 (Werning 2024).

The code that was used to generate the data is available on GitHub (https://github.com/iiasa/
cse_impact_data). The scientific colour maps created by Fabio Crameri were used in some of the plots
(Crameri 2023).
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