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Data underpin good decisions

Measuring Progress Towards achieving the 
environmental dimension of the SDGs’ 
found that 68% of environment-related 
SDG indicators do not have enough data to 
assess progress.

Greatest contribution from citizen science to the SDG 
indicator framework would be in environmental SDG 

indicators.



The SDG indicators where citizen science projects are ‘already contributing’ (in green), ‘could contribute’ (in yellow) or where there is 
‘no alignment’ (in grey). The overall citizen science contributions to each SDG are summarized as pie charts. Black borders around 
indicators show the overlap between citizen science and EO, as identified by GEO (2017) 

Results



• eBird collects 850 million observations in 10.8
million locations worldwide
• 15.1.2 Proportion of important sites for terrestrial
and freshwater biodiversity that are covered by
protected areas, by ecosystem type;
• 15.4.1 Coverage by protected areas of important
sites for mountain biodiversity



Litter Intelligence 
Sustainable Coastlines



Picture Pile



6.3.2 - Proportion of bodies of water 
with good ambient water quality 

FreshWaterWatch has a global water 
quality database based on the 
contributions made by 8,000+ citizen 
scientists for more than 2,500 water 
bodies. 

FreshWaterWatch



3.3.3 Malaria incidence per 1000 population



Way Forward

• Building awareness and sharing experiences on the use of
citizen science for the SDGs;
• Developing case studies or success stories where citizen
science data have been used in innovative ways by NSOs;
• Identifying criteria for ensuring data quality or data
quality assurance procedures;
• Integrating citizen science into the methodologies of SDG
indicators



Citizen Science for the SDGs – Ghana Project



https://www.weobserve.eu/weobserve-cop4-sdgs/

https://www.weobserve.eu/weobserve-cop4-sdgs/


SDGs Resource Center 

Libby Hepburn:
libby@atlasoflife.org.au

mailto:libby@atlasoflife.org.au


Dilek Fraisl
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) 

on behalf of the WeObserve SDGs CoP

Email: fraisl@iiasa.ac.at
Twitter: @dilekfraisl1 
Web: www.iiasa.ac.at

Thank you!

• Dilek Fraisl, Jillian Campbell, Linda See, Uta Wehn, Jessica Wardlaw,
Margaret Gold, Inian Moorthy, Rosa Arias, Jaume Piera, Jessica L.
Oliver, Joan Maso, Marianne Penker, Steffen Fritz and Libby
Hepburn

mailto:fraisl@iiasa.ac.at
http://www.iiasa.ac.at/

