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Senegal population and human capital trends

?opu.la.tion Mean Years of Schooling (20-64) SkiIIs-in-Liter‘acy Adjusted Mean Years of Ed_uca‘tiorral Attainment . Total Fertility Rate ) Life _Expectancy
(in millions) Schooling (SLAMYS)' (20-64) Distribution % (20-64) (children per woman) by education at Birth (years)
None or Primary Upper
incomplete  orlower  secondary No Post-
Both Female Male Both Female Male primary secondary  or above Total education  secondary Female Male
1950 2.6 0.2 0.0 04 - - - 98 2 0.2 6.8 - - 37.2 37.2
1975 5.2 1.1 0.6 1.6 0.2 0.1 0.4 89 8 3 73 - - 47 45.2
2000 10.0 2.5 1.8 33 0.6 03 1.0 76 18 6 53 - - 59.5 57.2
2025 18.9 45 4.1 5.0 1.5 1.1 2.0 60 26 14 3.9 4.8 2.6 71.8 67.2
Further Progress
2050 30.0 8.1 7.8 8.4 - - - 36 30 35 2.6 3.2 2.0 771 72.8
2075 39.2 11.2 11.0 11.4 - - - 17 26 57 1.9 2.2 1.5 80.6 76.4
Stalled Progress
2050 33.7 6.1 5.8 6.4 - - - 48 31 21 3.7 3.9 2.5 723 68
2075 50.8 6.4 6.2 6.7 - - - 46 32 22 3.1 2.8 1.9 73.2 69.1
' The Skills-in-Literacy Adjusted Mean Years of Schooling (SLAMYS) is an indicator of human capital that adjusts Mean Years of Schooling for the actual literacy skills of Source: KC et al. (2024); Potancokova et al. (2025);

adults relative to OECD average. It provides a demographically consistent measure of both the quantity and quality of education in the working-age population. United Nations (2024)
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Age- and Productivity-weighted Support Ratio, 1970-2100
1.8
IUTTTIL Age Support Ratio (ASR)
16 _,-". The Age Support Ratio compares the typical
cseeeeenas working-age population (20-64) to the num-
14 Further progress U ".'.o‘ feeee.,, ber of children under 20 and adults 65+. A ra-
Looe® . T =" tio of 1 means that there is one working-age
e . ,/’ person for each not of working age, indicating
1.2 .,.-" - an equal number of assumed workers and de-
oo’ -~ pendents. A lower ratio means more people
o . Stalled progress
oot - . need support from fewer workers.
.0 ! ..':———” .
=) e * o« . . .
& T g I Productivity-weighted Support Ratio
0.8 ge Supp - - -
- (PWSR)
0.6 Further progress '.°' ,/” The Productivity-weighted Support Ratio re-
’ .,-' ,/’ fines this measure by weighting the work-
.o - ing-age population according to their educa-
0.4 ..';,f’ tion and skills. A value of 1 for the weighted
. . L working-age population corresponds to the
P WSS Welghted - Stalled progress productivity of a worker with the world aver-
Support Ratio = o
0.2 /— age human capital in 2015.
— If the PWSR is far below the ASR, it means the
0 education and skills of the working-age pop-
ulation are low. Their productive capacity is
1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080 2090 2100 therefore weaker, making the support burden
heavier than the simple age structure sug-
Source: Marois et al. (2024) for PWSR; KC et al. (2024) for ASR gests.
Scenarios

Further Progress: This scenario represents a continuation of global historical trends with-
out major disruptions or breakthroughs. Fertility continues to decline gradually, mortality
improves steadily, and education expansion continues along the global trend. This scenario
corresponds to SSP2 under the SSP Approach (Shared Socioeconomic Pathways as widely
used in the Climate Change Research Community, KC et al., 2024). Given that past education
expansions in Senegal have been slower than on the global average, this implies rather op-
timistic assumptions of progress in Senegal. Under this scenario, the Total Fertility Rate de-
clines from 3.9 children per woman in 2025 to 1.9 in 2075. Life Expectancy at Birth increases
from 69.5 to 75.0 years. Mean Years of Schooling for the population aged 20 to 64 rise from
4.5to 11.2 years.

Stalled Progress: This scenario assumes fragmented development (SSP3), as well as stalled
social and economic progress. Fertility remains relatively high in many low- and middle-income
countries associated with much slower educational progress and limited access to family plan-
ning, while mortality improvements are also slower. Under this scenario, the Total Fertility Rate
declines from 3.9 children per woman in 2025 to 3.1 in 2075. Life Expectancy at Birth increases
only slightly, from 69.5 to 71.2 years. Mean Years of Schooling for the population aged 20 to
64 rise from 4.5 to 6.4 years. Adult attainment still increases due to the momentum of past
expansions among young cohorts but stalls for subsequent cohorts.

All specific numerical assumptions for these scenarios are given in KC et al. (2024) and can also
be found for all countries and years on the website of the Wittgenstein Centre Human Capital
Data Explorer (2024).



Senegal’s education transition

AFRICAN
HUMAN CAPITAL
DATA SHEET 2026

SENEGAL

Country Profile

Estimated and projected proportions having at least primary and post-secondary education by gender and cohort

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Notes and Acknowledgments

References:

KC, S., Dhakad, M., Potancokova, M., Adhikari, S.,
Yildiz, D., Mamolo, M., Sobotka, T., Zeman, K., Abel, G.
J., Lutz, W., & Goujon, A. (2024). Updating the Shared
Socioeconomic Pathways (SSPs) Global Population
and Human Capital Projections (IIASA Working Paper
WP-24-003). IIASA. https://pure.iiasa.ac.at/19487

Marois, G., Crespo Cuaresma, J., Zellmann, J., & Reiter,
C. (2024). A dataset of human capital-weighted popu-
lation estimates for 185 countries from 1970 to 2100.
Scientific Data, 11(1), 612.
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-024-03466-y

—__————————-———————_
-

Potancokova, M., Reiter, C., & Spiegeler Castaneda, I.
(2025). Skills-in-Literacy Adjusted Human Capital Da-
taset (SLAMYS) [Dataset]. Zenodo.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.16902375

United Nations. (2024). World Population Prospects: The
2024 Revision. Department of Economic and Social Af-
fairs, Population Division. https://population.un.org/wpp/

Wittgenstein Centre. (2024). Wittgenstein Centre Data
Explorer Version 3.1 [Data].
https://dataexplorer.wittgensteincentre.org/wcde-v3/

World Bank. (2012). World Development Report
2012: Gender Equality and Development: World Bank
Group. https://documents.worldbank.org/curated/
en/492221468136792185

49.2% —— At least primary female

46.7% Post-secondary female
170

= At least primary male

Post-secondary male

Source: KC et al. (2024)

Acknowledgements: This project was supported by
the Yidan Prize project funds, https://yidanprize.org.

The Skills-in-Literacy Adjusted Mean Years of School-
ing (SLAMYS) estimates were produced within the
Link4Skills project, which has been funded by the EU
under Grant Agreement No. 101132476.

Authorship and citation: Marois, G., Potancokova,
M., KC, S., Goujon, A., Whitelaw, E., Branson, N., Fon-
ta, C., Kwawu, J., Mariti, R., Mugwendere, T., Ngwenya,
C., Lutz, W. (2026). African Human Capital Data Sheet
2026: Past trends, skills, and future pathways. Coun-
try profile Senegal. Wittgenstein Centre (IIASA, VID/
OeAW, University of Vienna) and University of Cape
Town.



